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THE REWARD FOR YOUR WORK
“The Lord recompense thy work..." (Ruth 2:12).

God speaks to us through the words of Boaz quoted above.
This is a promise to everyone of us.

When we do secular work, it is but natural for us to expect
some reward from the officers who employ us, and if it is
spiritual work, we know for certain that God will reward us on
the Day of Judgment. Whether we will be rewarded for the good
work we do in the secular position we hold or not, it is most
certain that our God will reward us for working hard in God's
vineyard and showing results by bringing souls to Christ. God
will certainly bless you and give you the fruits of your labour.

Let us learn about Ruth the Moabite woman from the 'Book
of Ruth' where we get a full picture of Ruth the daughter-in-law
of Naomi.

Naomi, the wife of Elimelech a Bethlehemite, left
Bethlehem with her husband and two sons because of the
famine in the land, and went to Moab to live there. Her husband
died, and she lived with her two sons named Mahlon and
Chilion who had already taken Moabite women as wives. One
was Orpha and the other, Ruth. Both her sons also died, and
Naomi was left only with her two widowed daughters-in-law.

Naomi heard that the Lord had visited His people in giving
them bread, and she decided to return to her native place
Bethlehem. So she called her daughters -in-law Orpha and Ruth,
and told them to return each to her mother's house. Both of
them wept. Orpha kissed Naomi and left, whereas, Ruth was
determined to go with Naomi. Seeing that Ruth could not be
persuaded to go back to her people, Naomi let her go with her.
Both of them journeyed to Bethlehem, and they arrived there
during the season of barley harvest.

& I5EOLIITE0T 1060T60TIT 11 e3°60r 2018




Ruth did not wish to remain idle in Bethlehem. She told
her mother-in-law she would go to the field of anyone in whose
eyes she would find favour, and glean corn and return. So she
went, and it so happened that the field where she had gone to
work was that of Boaz, a close relative of Elimelech, the late
husband of Naomi.

Seeing a stranger in his field, Boaz enquirred who the
young woman was, and was told that she was Naomi's
daughter-in-law, a Moabitess. Boaz also came to know how she
had travelled to Bethlehem with Naomi vowing she would
never leave her, although Naomi had insisted on her going back
to her poeple. When Boaz met Ruth, he told her not to go to
anyone else's field, but stay on in his field and be with his
servants. If she felt thirsty, she could drink the water brought by
his servants. He was indeed very kind to her.

Let us consider what the Bible reveals about Ruth.
1. Ruth was wise, resolute and confident —Ruth 1:16,17

Ruth was wise in choosing to follow her mother-in-law
unlike her sister (brother-in-law's wife) Orpha who went back to
her people. She was prepared to accompany her mother-in-law
to Bethlehem which was her husband's place as well as Naomi's,
and she decided to go with her to Bethlehem without knowing
anything about the place or people. However, she trusted
Naomi and the God of Naomi, and she was so determined to
follow Naomi that she told her firmly not to speak to her about
giving up following her. Ruth 1:16 and 17 speak of her resolute
nature.

Ruth was also confident about getting work in a field and
finding grace in the eyes of the owner. Since the field she had
accidentally gone to belonged to Boaz who was Naomi's
kinsman (relative), she gleaned corn there and brought it to her
mother-in-law.
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2. Ruth was divinely led — Ruth 2:3

Though it is said that Ruth happened to stop at the part of
the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech, it
was only by divine appointment that Ruth went to glean among
ears of corn there. Ruth did not choose Boaz's field, but the Lord
had a plan for Ruth, and therefore, she went there without
knowing who the owner of the field was.

3. Ruth was hard working — Ruth 2:7

Ruth wished to work hard so that she and her mother-in-law
would not lack food. She gleaned corn in the field of Boaz, and in
the words of the servant set over the reapers, she came and
continued from the morning till afternoon when she took a little
rest (v. 7).

By nature, Ruth was hard working, and therefore, she said
to her mother-in-law, "Let me go to the field and glean ears of
corn..." (v.2), and when Naomi told her to go, she went and
gleaned as much corn as she could. God will recompense the
work of only hardworking people. Lazy people will go without
food.

4. Ruth was humble —Ruth 2:10,13

Boaz was very concerned about Ruth's safety, and he spoke
kindly to her. He told her not to go to any other field, but work
only in his field, and remain with his maid servants. If she was
thirsty, he said, she could drink the water which was drawn by his
young men.

Hearing the words of Boaz Ruth fell on her face, and bowed
to the ground (a true mark of humility), and asked Boaz why she
had found favour in his eyes that he should have notificed her,
knowing that she was a stranger and not one he had employed as
a maid servant. Ruth humbled herselflike a servant before Boaz.
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5. Ruth was spiritual —Ruth 2:11, 12

Ruth was not an Israelite; she was a Moabitess. She was
probably an idol worshipper because she did not know the only
true God of Israel. It was her good fortune that she had been
married to a Bethlehemite, and was under the influence of
spiritual people like Naomi.

When Naomi persuaded Ruth to return to her people as
Orphahad done, she refused to go back, and spoke firmly thus;

"Entreat me not to leave you,

Or to turn back from following after you;

for wherever you go, [ will go;

And wherever you lodge,  will lodge;

Your people shall be my people,

And your God, my God.

Where you die, I will die,

And there will I be buried.

The LORD do so to me, and more also,

If anything but death parts you and me"
(Ruth 1:16,17-NKJV)

Even Boaz told her that he was informed about everything
she had done for her mother-in-law since the death of her
husband, and how she had left her father and mother and her
native land (Moab), and come to a land and its people whom she
had not known before. He also spoke a blessing to her and said
that the Lord would recompense her work, and a full reward
would be given to her by the LORD God of Israel under whose
wings she had come to take refuge (Ruth 2:12).

We need no better poof than the sincere words of Boaz
which establish the truth that Ruth trusted the LORD God of
Israel whom her mother-in-law had always trusted.

The Lord enabled Ruth to marry Boaz a rich and godly man
who became the ancestor of King David to whose lineage our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ belonged (Matt. 1:5-16).

What a great honour for Ruth the humble Moabite woman!
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SMOOTH STONES FROM THE BROOK

GOD - GIVEN WORK
CHaIa BIDHSHD HbhH Calaned

® THEWORKWHICH IS SET ON THE GLORY OF THE LORD
&5 6tT LDBeWDEMUIF FMITHS Ceuemen

® THEWORKFULLOF LOVEAND JOY
Si6tTL|LD, FHCHTaQUPLD Bemmbs Geuemnsd

® THEWORKFULL OF HOPEAND PEACE
BLDLNS6EMSWIID, FMSMETIIPD Bewmeumiis Q&mB&HS6Tn
Geuemen

®* THEWORKHIDDEN FROMTHE EYES OF MAN
LoevflgeufledT 8610186 8@ LDeMMSSLILIL L Geuened

®* THEWORKOPENTOTHEEYES OF GOD
Ba6UEIEHL I &HE0TSEHES SleusfiTmhisLTUlHSSMD Gaueneo

®* THEWORKATALLPOINTS SEARCHED BY GOD
er606IT [BemevufeyiLb GgeuesTed GFTHSSHILILILIGEDBeuemev

® THE WORK WHOSE NEEDS ARE SUPPLIED BY THE LORD
HIMSELF
BHEMEUTHET INDMESFID BCHEUETITEL &FHSH5HELILIGHETD
Geuemev.

® WHATSOEVERTHY HAND FINDETHTO DO, DO IT WITH THY
MIGHT (ECCL. 9:10).
QFILIDLIR 2 60T m&&E& CHIBEMS a18IGaT, Siens 2 6t
6 Le05BsMCL O\FWI (s 9:10).
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