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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

"He is not here, but is risen" (Luke 24:6): Those were the
words spoken by the angels to the women who went to the
sepulchre to anoint the body of Jesus with spices. But, they were
told not to seek the living among the dead, and they informed
the women that Jesus had risen from the dead.

The words of the angels lead to the question, "Then, where is
He?" There is no direct answer to the question, for Jesus, being
omnipresent, is everywhere. Soon after His reurrection Jesus
showed Himself alive by being present in five places, so that His
resurrection was proved true beyond doubt. Let us see where
people saw Him alive after He was raised from the dead.

1. At the sepulchre (cemetery) — John 20:11

Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre on the first day of the
week when it was yet dark, and found the stone having been
rolled away from the mouth of the tomb. She ran to Simon Peter
and John the disciple Jesus loved, and told them that the body of
the Lord had been taken away, and it was not known where it
was laid. Obviously, Mary was not aware of Jesus' resurrection.
The two disciples came to the sepulchre, but found only the
linen used for wrapping the Lord's body, and returned home.
But, Mary stood outside the sepulchre weeping. She stooped
and looked into the tomb, and found two angels dressed in
white sitting inside the tomb. They asked her why she was
weeping, and she said that someone had taken away her Lord,
and she did not know where they had laid His body. Still she
believed Jesus to be dead. Then she turned and saw Jesus
standing, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus asked her why she
was weeping, and whom she was seeking. Mistaking Jesus for
the gardener, she told Him to let her know where he had laid
Jesus so that she could take Him away. Then Jesus said "Mary",
and Mary exclaimed, "Raboni" (Master)!

The fact that Mary saw Jesus alive proved His resurrection
from the dead. It makes a vital difference between Christianity
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and all other religions. Moreover, it gives us the hope of our
resurrection and eternal life.

2.0n the mountain — Matthew 28:16,17

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to the sepulchre. The angel of the Lord who came
down from heaven told the women that Jesus had risen, and
that they should tell the disciples that Jesus was going before
them to Galilee, and there they would see Him. As the women
were going to tell the disciples what the angel had told them,
Jesus Himself met them, and greeted them. Then He told them
to tell His disciples to go to Galilee where they would meet
Him. Accordingly, they went to Galilee, and to the mountain
appointed by Jesus. There they worshipped Him. Then Jesus
said that all power was given to Him in heaven and on earth;
and He gave them the great commission to teach all nations,
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, and told them to teach people to observe all the things
He had commanded them. He assured them that He would be
with them till the end of the age (vv. 18-20). The result of the
meeting of the disciples with Jesus is 'strength' to the weak
disciples.

After the death of Jesus, the disciples were without a leader.
Their meeting Jesus on the mountain gave them strength in
their mind and heart. Moreover, Jesus transferred the power
given to Him in heaven and earth to His disciples.
Strengthening them, He told them to preach the gospel, and
baptize people. He also assured them that He would be with
them, confirming the word with signs and wonders.

3.0Ontheway — i)Matt.28:9

As Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were going to tell the
disciples of Jesus the good news the angel had told them about
Jesus being alive, Jesus Himself met them on the way, and greeted
them. He told them not to be afraid, but go and tell His brethren
(the disciples) to go to Galilee where they would see Him.
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Here, we see Jesus meeting the two women on the way, that is,
as they were going to tell the eleven disciples the good news of
Jesus being alive. The women were beside themselves with joy as
they had seen the resurrected Lord with their own eyes, and
heard Him speak to them.

iii) Luke 24:32

This incident also happened on the way. Two of Jesus'
disciples were on their way to Emmaus, a village about seven or
eight miles from Jerusalem. The resurrected Lord joined them,
but they could not recognize Him since they had known about
His death and burial, but did not remember His words about His
being raised from the dead on the third day. They were very sad,
and Jesus asked them what they were talking about to each other
that had made them sad. One of them named Cleopas asked Jesus
if He was a stranger in Jerusalem so that He did not know what
things had taken place in recent days. Jesus asked them what
“things" they meant. Then they narrated the unforeseen and
horrible things done to Jesus, and how their expectation that
Jesus would redeem Israel had come to an end.

Jesus rebuked them for their lack of understanding
Scriptures, and expounded to them the Scriputres beginning
with Moses and all the prosphets down to the things concerning
Himself. As they drew close to the village, they constrained Jesus
to stay with them as it was getting late in the evening, and Jesus
went with them. When he took the bread, broke it and gave it to
them, their eyes were opened, and they knew it was Jesus. And
He vanished.

Both incidents that took place on the way resulted in joy to
those who met their resurrected Lord when they had not
expected to see Him.

4.Inthe house —John 20:24

After the death and burial of Jesus, the disciples dreaded
coming out of their homes for fear of being persecuted by the
Jews. Therefore, they remained in their house which they had
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locked from within. Jesus entered the house in His resurrected
body, and pronounced, "Peace" to them. When the disciples
thought that Jesus was still in the tomb, here He was right inside
the house blessing them with peace. The presence of Jesus in
your home also will give you peace — the peace that transcends
all understanding. Whether you are in dread as the ten disciples
were, or in doubt as Thomas was until Jesus came the second
time just for the sake of the doubting disciple, Jesus blesses all
with peace.

5.0nthe seashore— John21:1

With all their hopes of ministering to people with Jesus their
Master being shattered to pieces, the disciples who had
forgotten the prophetic words of Jesus about His resurrection
on the third day, decided to go back to their profession of fishing
which they had given up because Jesus called them to follow
Him. The first one to say, "l go fishing" was Simon Peter, and the
rest of them who had gathered on the shore of the sea of Tiberias
also joined him. They entered a ship, and tried to fish all through
the night, but they caught nothing. Jesus was standing on the
shore, but they did not recognize Him. Calling them lovingly as
children, Jesus asked them if they had anything to eat. When
they said, "Nothing", He told them to cast their net on the right
side of the ship; when they did, they had a huge haul of 153 fish.
On reaching the shore, they found fire of coals on which fish was
being cooked, and some bread. Jesus provided them with
breakfast.

The love of Jesus for His disciples was so great that He did not
remember their deserting Him at the most crucial moment. He
reassured them that He cared, refreshed them with His
communion, and reaffirmed His love. Understanding their
dejection that had caused their backsliding, He reinstated Peter
in his calling.

Who can fathom the depth of Jesus'love?
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