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BILLY GRAHAM, EVANGELIST TO THE WORLD
(7 NOVEMBER 1918 - 21 FEBRUARY 2018)

Graham, a country boy turned world Evangelist, who
prayed with every U.S. President from Harry S. Truman to
Barack Obama, was raised on a dairy form in Charlotte. Back
then, "Billy Frank", as he was called, preferred base ball to
religion. "l detested going to church”, he said when recalling
his youth.

But in 1934, that changed. At a revival led by Traveling
Evangelist Mordecai EHam, 15 year old Graham committed his
life to serving Jesus Christ. No one was more surprised than
Graham himself.

"l was opposed to Evangelism", he said but finally, I was
persuaded by a friend to go to a meeting... and the Spirit of
God began to speak to me as I went back night after night. One
night, when the invitation was given to accept Jesus Christ, I
just said "Lord I'm going." I know I was headed in a new
direction."

Several years later, Graham's "new direction "led him to
the Florida Bible Institue and later, Wheaten College in
suburban Chickago, where he met fellow student Ruth, the
daughter of medical missionaries in China. The couple
graduated and married in the summer of 1943. Mr. & Mrs.
Graham and their five children made their home in the
mountains of North Carolina. They were married for 64 years
before Ruth's death in 2007.

Billy Graham held his first official Evengelistic crusade in
1947; but, it was his 1949 Los Angeles crusade that captured
the nation's attention Originally scheduled to run for three
weeks, the "Tent Meetings" were extended for a total of eight
weeks as hundreds of thousands of men, women and children
gathered to hear Graham's messages.
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On the heels of this campaign, Graham started the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association, which was incorporated in
1950. Billy Graham may be best known, however for his
Evangelistic Missions and Crusades. He believed God knew no
borders or nationalities. Throughout his career, Graham
preached to millions in locations from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to
Zagorsis, Russia; and from Wellington, New Zealand to the
National Cathedral in Washington. In 1973, Graham addressed
more than one million people crowded into Yoida Plaza in
Seoul, South Korea, the largest live audience of his crusades.

Graham authored 34 books, including his memaoir, Just As
Iam (Harper Collins, 1997), Best-seller list for 18 weeks.

Throughout his life, Graham was faithful to his calling,
which will be captured in the inscription to be placed on his
grave marker. Preacher of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“There were a few times when I thought I was dying, and |
saw my whole life come before me", said Graham at his
Cincinnati crusade on June 24, 2002. I didn't say to the Lord, I'm
a preacher, and I've preached to many people'. I said, 'Oh Lord,
I'm a sinner and I still need Your forgiveness. I still need the
cross." And I asked the Lord to give me peace in my heart, and
He did — awonderful peace that hasn't left me."

"He who hears my word and believes in Him who sent
me... has passed from death into life" (John 5:24).

"Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead.
Don't you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than [ am
now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into
the presence of God."

“I have one message : that Jesus Christ came, he died on a
cross, he rose again, and he asked us to repent of our sins and
receive him by faith as Lord and Saviour, and if we do, we have
forgiveness of all our sins" said Graham at his final crusade in
June 2005.
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The Lord's Touch

In this Scripture portion, we see how the Angel of the
Lord (the Lord Himself) appeared to Gideon who was
threshing wheat in the winepress for fear of the Midianites
who wasted the land of Israel and impoverished the people.
The Angel told Gideon to go against the Midianites with his
strength, and he would save Israel from them. Although
Gideon pleaded with the Lord saying that his clan was the
poorest in Manasseh, and that he was the least in his family,
the Lord persuaded him to go and fight, for it was He who
sent him.

Gideon wanted to give an offering to the Lord, and he
brought a kid's meat and unleavned cakes which the Angel
asked Gideon to leave on a rock. the Angel touched the
meat with the tip of His staff, and fire came out of the rock,
and consumed the offering. Then the Angel disappeared
from Gideon's sight.

The touch of the Angel's staff worked wonders. Gideon
became confident, and defeated the enemies with just 300
people chosen by the Lord.

Let us see how the Lord's touch manifested itself in
the lives of a few Bible characters.

1. A transforming touch — Genesis 32:25

Here we read about Jacob wrestling with the Lord.
The Lord touched the hollow of his thigh. It was a touch
which transformed him, and Jacob would never have
forgottenit.

Jacob was far away from the Lord, and a real
conversion had not taken place in his life, although he was
the grandson of Abraham with whom God had made a
covenant. He deceived his brother Esau and his father Isaac.
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Nevertheless, God chose to confront him, wrestle with him
and transform his life. As He wrestled with Jacob, He
touched the hollow of his thigh, and changed his nhame to
Israel, for as prince he had power with God and men since he
had prevailed.

Dear child of God, you need this touch of the Lord to
change your character.

2. An encouraging touch — 1 Kings 19:5&7

Prophet Elijah did a miracle by bringing fire from
heaven to consume the sacrifice laid on the altar, and he
also slaughtered all the priests of Baal which infuriated
Queen Jezebel the wife of king Ahab. She vowed she would
kill Elijah, and this discouraged the prophet. He journeyed
for a day and pleaded with the Lord to take away his life.
Then he slept under a juniper tree. An angel came and woke
him up, and told him to eat. There was a cake baked on the
coals and a jar of water. Elijah ate and drank and lay down
again. The angel woke him up a second time, and made him
eat, for he had to journey a long distance. The touch of the
angel of God encouranged him to fulfil the assignments God
had planned for him. Discouragement comes when your
expectation fails to materialise. Prophets like Elijah and
Jonah fell victims to it. Only the encouraging touch of God
will help you to overcome the morbid feeling caused by
Satan.

3. An emptying touch — Job 19:21

Job was a righteous man, and God had blessed him
with ten children, a lot of animals and a great number of
servants. He was the greatest of all men in the east. But,
soon he lost all of them, because Satan got permission from
God to make Job lose everything except his life. Therefore,
Job lost everything he possessed including his ten children.
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He was afficted by loathsome and painful sores from the
crown of his head to the soles of his feet. Job had to say,
"...the hand of God hath touched me" (Job 19:21). It was an
emptying touch because he was bereft of everything he was
blessed with.

4. The cleansing touch — Isaiah 6:7

Prophet Isaiah saw a vision the year King Uzziah died.
He saw the Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted up, and
the skirts of His train filled the most holy part of the
temple. The seraphim who stood above Him cried one to
another, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole
earthis full of His glory.”

Isaiah said, "Woe is me! For | am undone; because | am
aman of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts."

Then a seraph flew to Isaiah with a live coal taken
from the altar, and touched his mouth. The touch of the live
coal on his lips cleansed him of his iniquity, and purged him
of his sin. His sin was completely forgiven. After this, Isaiah
heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall | send? who
will go for us?” Isaiah said, "Here am |; send me."

The vision of the Lord's glory changed Isaiah, and the
touch of the live coal on his lips cleansed him of all his
iniquity and sin so that Isaiah was sanctified for the ministry
God had given him.

When you receive God's call to do the ministry, first of
all, wait for confirmation from God Himself that He has
called you. Next, ask God to sanctify you to do the ministry
which is sacred. Since it is a ministry wherein you will have
to use your mouth, you will do well to ask God to touch your
lips so that the words you speak will glorify the Lord, and
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fulfil the purpose for which He has sanctified you (God
sanctified Isaiah's mouth, for he was chosen to be a
prophet who would bring God's words of warning to the
people of Israel).

5. The touch to become God's mouthpiece — Jeremiah 1:9.

God told Jeremiah that He had chosen him even
before He formed him in his mother's womb and sanctified
him before he came out of her womb. Furthermore, He
ordained him as a prophet to the nations. Hearing God say
those words to him, Jeremiah said, "Ah, Lord God! Behold |
cannot speak: for | am a child.”

When God spoke to Jeremiah directly about His
intentions of using him as His prophet, and make the
people of Judah turn to Him after giving up their wicked
ways, Jeremiah could not take it. He was so fearful of
prophesying to the unrighteous people of Judah that he
said to the Lord he was but a child, and therefore, would
not be able to perform well if He chose him as a prophet.
Then the Lord told him not to fear the people, for He would
be with him; he should go to all He would send him, and
speak whatsoever He would command him to speak. Then
the Lord touched Jeremiah's mouth, and told him that He
had put His words in his mouth. In otherwords, the Lord
wanted to use Jeremiah as His mouthpiece.

Dear children of God, when the Lord chooses you for
His ministry, do not give excuses to Him. He says He will be
with you. He will strengthen you, make you confident and
protect you just as He protected Jeremiah from his
enemies, and make you His mouthpiece by putting His
words in your mouth.

Dear children of God, prepare yourselves to receive
His divine touch.
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SMOOTH STONES FROM THE BROOK

THE EVERLASTING ARMS OF JESUS

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;

Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

What have | to dread, what have | to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms?

| have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

If undelivered please return to

A.C.A. K.K. Nagar Ministry,
No. 50, Kannigapuram 1st Street, K.K. Nagar, Chennai - 600 078.
Phone : 044-2366 2677 / Cell : 9444141944
Email : sanandaca@gmail.com

L.R. Graphics, Ph : 2489 5236
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