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DEPART

"Depart! Depart! Go out from there, touch no unclean
thing; go out from the midst of her, be clean, you who bear
the vessels of the Lord" (Isaiah 52:11).

This is a command given to the children of Israel whom
God had chosen for Himself. This command echoes an
urgency, since the word is repeated twice in the verse
quoted. When the word 'depart’ is used, it suggests an
immediate action of moving out of the place. Once we
postpone the action of departing, we shall be in trouble. We
see the consequences of delayed action by Lot and his
family in leaving Sodom which God was going to destroy by
fire and brimstone.

Let us understand from Scriputres what we should
depart from.

1. Depart from the tents of wicked men—Numbers 16:26

Those were the words of Moses to the children of Israel
when Korah, Dathan and Abiram, along with 250 princes,
rebelled against Moses and Aaron which infuriated God. When
God wanted to destroy all the people, Moses pleaded with
Him not to destroy the innocent with the guilty. So, it was
decided to test who deserved to be punished. Moses told
Korah and his company to bring their consers, and put incense
in them; and he told Aaron also to do the same. They and
Aaron put fire in their censers and brought them before the
Lord. The Lord told Moses to separate the congregation from
the rebels, and therefore, Moses said to them, "'Depart from
the tents of these wicked men, ..." The people obeyed Moses.
Then Moses told the people that if Korah and his company died
the common death of all men, then the Lord had not sent him.
But, if a new thing was done by the Lord, and if the earth
opened its mouth and swallowed them up, it would be proof

B BELUINET L063TEOTTT 12] Miiyenfl 2018




enough that he was sent by God, and that the rebels had
despised the Lord. The earth opened and swallowed up Korah,
Dathan, Abiram and their families alive. The fire from the Lord
came and consumed the others with their censers, for they
had rebelled against Moses and Aaron.

God does not want you to remain in the place where
wicked men live. Therefore He says, "Depart.”

2. Depart from hell beneath —Proverbs 15:24

The word 'beneath’ suggests that there are two
divisions of hell - one, the upper part, and the other, the
lower part. In Genesis 42:38 Jacob refers to the upper one,
namely, Sheol. In Ps. 86:13. David speaks with confidence
that the Lord has delivered him from the lowest hell. Jesus
often spoke of hell where the fire would not be quenched,
and the worms would not die.

To depart from hell (to avoid going to hell), one has to
choose the way of life (eternal life) rather than the way of
death. The Lord places before us both (Jeremiah 21:8), and
we have to choose the way to eternal life.

Choosing the way to eternal life is easy, because all
you need to do is, accept the Lord Jesus, who is the Way to
eternal life, the Truth and the Life. You will have to confess
your sins to Him and ask Him to forgive you. Jesus will
forgive you and give you the joy of salvation (eternal life) in
order that you can live with Him in heaven for ever.

3. Depart from iniquity — Il Timothy 2:19

The apostle Paul writes to Timothy the young pastor
that the Lord knows those who are His, and let everyone
who names himself by the name of the Lord give up all
iniquity. In other words, every one who calls himself a
Christian should refrain from being unfair and wrong, and be
righteous in his dealing with others.
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Christians belong to two groups: 1. Professing
Christians 2. Possessing Christians. The first group consists
of nominal Christians who have not accepted Jesus as their
Saviour. The second group consists of those who possess
Christin their hearts. Their ways are righteous, for they are
Christ - like in nature.

In Job 15:16 we read, "How much more abominable
and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?" We
should have nothing to do with them, but depart from
them.

Not all who call themselves Christians are Christians
in the true sense of the word. Some are nominal Christians
and they are unrighteous in their actions, whereas, true
Christians have a Christ- like nature.

In Matthew 7:21-23 we see how Jesus Himself says,
"Depart from me you workers of iniquity"” to those who claim
to have prophesied and done miracles, when He judges
everyone on the 'Day of Judgment'. Let us be righteous so
that Jesus will not use the word 'depart’ to us on that day.

4. Depart from evil — Psalm 34:14

We live in a world which is filled with evil. Jesus
prayed to the Father to keep His disciples from evil (John
12:15). The word ‘evil' stands for Satan, who is the
personification of evil, and it also signifies the evil nature
of man. Man has a sinful nature, and therefore, he is often
plagued with the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh and
the pride of life ( | John 2:16). Man can be delivered from
the evil of the world if he fears God and prays for
deliverance from worldly attractions and fashions which
Satan uses to make man commit sin. To depart from evil
which is rampant in the world, you should keep your life
open before the eyes of the Lord. Shun evil ways, do good to

& 56mLIUT6OT 1060T60TIT 14) Airentl 2018




others and please God.
5. Depart from the snares of death — Proverbs 14:27

A snare is a device which is set to capture unwary
animals and birds. These creatures cannot know that a
snare is kept before them, and being attracted by the bait
inside the snare, they step on it, and their feet get caught
in it. This is what Satan does to Christians to distract their
attention from Jesus, and he makes them get caught in the
subtle device he keeps before them. He blinds their eyes so
that they are unware of it.

Gehazi the servant of Prophet Elisha fell into the
snare Satan had set for him. He ran after Naaman, who was
healed of leprosy by Elisha, and telling a lie, asked him for
a talent of silver and two changes of garments eventhough
his master had refused to accept what Naaman offered
him. The result was, Elisha cursed Gehazi, and Naaman's
leprosy took hold of him and his descendants (Il Kings
5:27).

King Solomon was beloved of the Lord, and the Lord
gave him wisdom beyond measure and also riches which he
never asked for. Solomon loved the Lord and built a
magnificient temple for Him. The Lord gave him peace
during His reign. But, since he married many women who
were idol worshippers, he fell into the snare of Satan, and
backslid from the Lord. (Please read Nehemiah 13:26).

Dear children of God, beware of lust for money, for it
is evil. The Lord wants you to depart from the tents of
wicked men, from hell beneath, from iniquity
(unrighteousness), from evil, and from the snares of death.

May the Lord help you to overcome temptations.
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SMOOTH STONES FROM THE BROOK

Who is Jesus?

Zoologists call Him
The Lion of Judah

Horticulturists call Him
The Tree of Life

Agriculturists call Him
The Good Seed

Geologists call Him
The Rock of Ages

Publishers call Him
The Author of Faith

Professors call Him
The Wisdom of God

Prisoners call Him
The Deliverer

Beauticians call Him
The Fairest of Ten Thousands

| call him my Saviour,
The Lover of my soul.

What do you call Him?
“The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him,

to all that call upon Him in truth.”
Psalm 145:18

If undelivered please return to

A.C.A. K.K. Nagar Ministry,
No. 50, Kannigapuram 1st Street, K.K. Nagar, Chennai - 600 078.
Phone : 044-2366 2677 / Cell : 9444141944
Email : sanandaca@gmail.com
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